Abstract: Alpheopsis harperi new species is described from the coast off Freeport, Texas. The shrimp most closely resembles A. trispinosus (Stimpson), a pantropical species. Alpheopsis harperi has a short rostrum, lacks carinae on the carapace, and has lamellate, toothless fingers of the chelae.
Snapping shrimps (family Alpheidae) are common inhabitants of both hard and soft bottoms in warm temperate and tropical waters. Species of soft bottoms (mud or sand) may burrow into the sediment, where they are collected by grabs or box cores.
In 1981-83, divers off Freeport, Texas collected specimens of an unusual, small snapping shrimp. The animals were taken in a 232 cm 2 Ekman grab in muddy sand with a thin covering of silt. All the specimens were broken. Donald Harper and Larry McKinney of Texas A&M University at Galveston sent the specimens to the main campus of the university at College Station for examination. The shrimp is described herein. Specimens were collected during studies sponsored by U.S. Department of Energy contract DE FC 96 79P010114 to the Environmental Engineering Department, Texas A&M University. Figure 1A -G
Alpheopsis harperi

NEW SPECIES
Diagnosis
Small shrimp of soft bottoms. Rostrum triangular, not reaching end of first segment of antennular peduncle. Orbital teeth small and sharp, not as long as rostrum. Chelipeds assymetrical, without grooves or teeth. Large chela with lamellate dactyl. Small cheliped with 2 meral spines. Second pereopod with 5 carpal articles.
Description
Rostrum triangular, slightly broader than long, not reaching end of first segment of antennular peduncle. Orbital teeth small and sharp, not as long as rostrum. Pterygostomial angle of carapace blunt.
Second segment of antennular peduncle longest. Statocyst present in first segment of antennular peduncle. Stylocerite about as long as first segment of antennular peduncle.
Scaphocerite with lateral tooth about as long as squamous portion or exceeding it, not reaching end of antennular peduncle. Basicerite with small, sharp superior and inferior teeth, reaching end of first segment of antennular peduncle.
Chelipeds assymetrical, laterally compressed and without grooves. Larger chela 3.5X as long as broad, with fingers 0.5X length of entire chela. Fingers of chela without teeth. Dorsal surface of dactyl rounded, entire dactyl lamellate. Tuft of setae at apex of fixed finger. Carpus about as long as broad. Merus broader distally than proximally, about 4X as long as wide. Ischium about 0.4X length of merus, with prominent spine on superior margin. Smaller chela similar to larger chela, but movable finger less convex on superior surface. Merus with 2 tiny movable spines.
Second pereopod with 5 carpal articles, their radio 10:11:5:5:5.
Third pereopod with long, simple dactyl. Propodus 2X length of dactyl, with 9 spinules on flexor margin and tuft of setae on extensor margin proximal to dactyl. Scattered spinules on extensor margin of propodus. Carpus 0.75X length of propodus. Merus 2X length of carpus. Ischium unarmed, 0.3X length of merus.
Fourth and fifth pereopods similar to third.
Telson 2X as long as broad, with 2 pair dorsolateral spines. Posterior margin rounded, fringed with long setae. Outer margin of uropod with deep, rounded notch, fringed with setae.
Material Examined
HOLOTYPE. -Female, total length in millimeters (TL) 7.1. Station 10 E2A, off 
Etymology
The species is named in honor of its discoverer, Donald Harper.
DISCUSSION
Alpheopsis
harperi most closely resembles A. trispinosus (Stimpson), a pantropical species. The chelae of both species have similar shapes. However, A. trispinosus has teeth on the fingers of the chelae, a longer rostrum, and a groove on the major chela (Banner and Banner, 1973; Gore, 1981) . Alpheopsis shearmii (Alcock and Anderson) also has similar chelae, but has at least one tooth on the finger and a groove on the major chela (Banner and Banner, 1977) . Alpheopsis shearmii is known only from the Arabian Sea.
Two other species of Alpheopsis besides A. trispinosus have been reported from the Gulf of Mexico or the Caribbean region. Alpheopsis labis Chace lacks ocular teeth and has teeth on the fingers of the major chela; A. trigonus Rathbun has a tricarinate carapace (Chace, 1972) . The peculiar toothless fingers of the chelae of A. harperi are very different from those of any other snapping shrimp in the coastal area of Texas. The only other alpheids collected off Freeport were Alpheus floridanus Kingsley and a broken specimen of Salmoneus sp.
Little is known about the natural history of any species of Alpheopsis. Specimens have been collected in dredges, grabs, and box cores. Perhaps members of the genus are shallow burrowers. All of the specimens of A. harperi are small for snapping shrimps. None were ovigerous. Perhaps larger individuals are better hidden or buried deeper than the specimens collected to date.
At least twenty-three other alpheids have been reported from the coast of Texas or from offshore banks. Alpheus heterochaelis Say lives among oysters or on jetties (Whitten, Rosene and Hedgpeth, 1950; Fotheringham, 1980) . Synalpheus fritzmuelleri Coutiere has been collected on oil rigs and at Seven and One-half Fathom Reef (Felder and Chaney, 1979; Fotheringham, 1980) . Felder and Chaney (1979) 
